
Southwest Unity Region, Teen Ministry 

Special Policy Guidelines for Events 2015-2016 

 

Special Needs: 

Our regional events are supported by adult volunteers from churches around the SW Region who give of their time to 

support our programs. The way our events are set up, we are not able to offer 1-on-1 support for individual teens.  

While we value every teen who attends our Unity churches, our regional events are created for teens who are able to 

transition easily between activities, contribute to discussions, participate in group activities, and be independent in their 

care.  In addition, if a teen has a high level of anxiety or other recent psychological event that interferes with 

participation and requires 1:1 support, it is encouraged that the teen continue attending their local church and considers 

attending a regional event when they can better enjoy the event and participate while feeling safe and relaxed.  Please 

discuss individual situations with the Regional Teen Consultant. 

Emergency Interventions: 

In order to attend an event, individuals must have had no emergency intervention (psychological, alcohol, drug 

or suicide/cutting) within 8 weeks of an event.  In order to return to event within a year that such an intervention has 

taken place, a doctor and/or therapist’s note (or phone call) must be received by the Regional Consultant 2 weeks prior 

to the event.  The individual is strongly encouraged to meet with their medical caregiver directly before and after the 

weekend rally/retreat.  

 

Medications: 

 It is our policy that at camp events our wellness person collects & distributes all medications at the event registration 

check-in.  This is to help ensure that everyone receives their proper medications, that they take the correct dose, and 

that the medications are not accessible to other participants.  Since most everyone participating is a minor, it is our goal 

that participants stay safe and are cared for.  In addition to an announcement at our opening, there is a general 

announcement at our evening vespers to see our Wellness person for meds before returning to their cabin; and all 

nightly cabin meetings begin with making sure everyone who needs to see Wellness for medication has done so.  This is 

the same for morning celebration as well.   For home-hosted events, teens will be reminded from sponsors staying at the 

home to take their medications; house sponsors will have a list of medications and allergies for each individual. 

Please note: If a teen is on medication(s) which causes them to be unconscious, or hard to wake or move, it is not within 

our scope of training and staffing to be able to support them during an event.  Please discuss individual cases with the 

Regional Teen Consultant. 

 

Dietary: 

Recently, requests for special diets have been increasing.  Please be aware that every special diet request cannot be 

accommodated, particularly when at rented camp facilities, unless there is a life threatening food allergy.  It is 

encouraged that individuals with special diets bring their own foods.  Refrigeration is dependent upon availability at 

each event.  Events will be able to accommodate: vegetarian, gluten-free, and dairy-free diets.  A combination of any of 

those diets cannot be guaranteed.  Again, life threatening food allergies have priority. 

Refunds: 

Refunds cannot be given in full when a cancellation is less than 2 weeks before the event.  If the cancellation occurs 

between 2 weeks prior and the event start, a portion of the registration cost can be applied toward the next event, or an 

event in that program year.  The amount of money that may be applied toward another event will be listed on 

registration materials, usually 30% of registration cost.  A full refund will not be given at any time when the cancellation 

is less than 2 weeks prior to start of event.  


